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Church Family,

Who’s ready for some fun?  Buckle in because it’s November which means the season of
gratitude, grief (for some), and gifts is quickly approaching.  The orange, yellow, and brown
colored leaves are swaying from the treetops and floating to the ground until limbs are bare.  
The days grow shorter, but the list of demands grow longer.  As we travel these days
together through our “firsts” of this season, may we remember that God is calling us to the
path and will travel with us. The presence through the Spirit of the living God will remain
steadfast.

As we travel together during this holy season, let us remember grace, humility, hospitality,
openness, and compassion.  Wondering the itinerary?  You’ll find it included within this
edition and you can expect more details and information coming out soon!

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Jen



A BROKEN
AND
CONTRITE
HEART

Written by 
Danny Byrum

“Good grief, Charlie Brown.” The irritation and frustration, the peanut

characters routinely expressed toward pitiful Charlie Brown is the same

grief many of us express toward our sin. “I know I shouldn't have done it,

but good grief, I never said I was perfect.”

Then, there is that colossal sin; the wound is still open and a relentless

haunt remains. Ponder, if you will, though painful as it may be, the sin

that broke your heart. King David knew of such a sin as this. His anguish

is chronicled in Psalm 51 following Nathan’s confrontation.

David’s abominable encounter with Bathsheba and those acts that

followed indeed had their dire consequences but as David, we must

realize that any sin is first and above all against God Almighty...’For I

know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against You, You

only I have sinned.” Vs 3&4

With that admission can come cleansing, ”Wash me and I shall be whiter

than snow” Vs 7. Our loving Lord delights to then deliver the repentant

desire; “Create in me a clean heart and renew a steadfast spirit within

me.” Vs 10

Restoration, the scripture teaches, cannot be produced with sacrifices or

burnt offerings. Vs 16 “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken

and contrite heart O God, You will not despise.” Vs 17 

This, dear reader, is “good grief.”

A PRAYER FOR LISTENING
GOD, YOU ARE THE GREAT  LISTENER; HOLDING OUR STORIES AND

LISTENING TO THE CRIES OF OUR HEART.
HELP US GROW INTO YOUR IMAGE AS PEOPLE OF PRACTICE.

MAY WE LEARN HOW TO HOLD SPACE TO BETTER LISTEN.
HONOR DIFFERENCES.

SEEK OUT MISSING VOICES.
MAKE ROOM AT THE TABLE.

BE HUMBLED BY STORIES.
TRANSFORMED BY WHAT WE LEARN.

AMEN.
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Fresh Paint
As you may have
noticed, the entryway
by the Prayer Room
were given a new coat
of paint. Materials and
labor were donated by
Ed Moore. Thank you,
Mr. Moore!

Church Office
The Church Office got a
facelift! New office
furniture was donated
by a local bank and
Larry Wilson installed
new LED light fixtures.
Huge thank you to Mr.
Wilson, the Building and
Grounds Committee,
and Rich Evans for their
hard work!

Also, BIG thank you to Larry Wilson
with the Building & Grounds
Committee for installing the new
changing stations! Placed in both
the men's and the women's
restrooms near the gym. Such a
blessing for parents and caregivers
of wiggly babies!

Decorating for
Advent

Join us Saturday,
November 26th to

decorate the church for
the upcoming holiday
season! Meet us in the

gym at 8:00am for
coffee and donuts
before we begin!
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Christian Food Bank
The Christian Food Bank of
Hopkins County is a non-profit
Christian organization that
shares the love of Jesus through
the simple gift of food.
Please feel free to bring can or
box food donations to the
church office or leave them in
the narthex when you come to
worship on Sunday!

A BUSY TIME...

Great Banquet Weekend (Men)
Generosity booklet and Ministry Commitment 
pamphlet available for pick up

Great Banquet Weekend (Women)
church workday- “assemble” outdoor community 
engagement structures for our church yard; go 
through wreaths and Cristmons 
change clocks before bed

Commitment/Dedication Sunday in worship- after 
prayerful consideration, turn in a Ministry 
Commitment pamphlet to indicate your financial, 
time, and talent commitment
Congregational Meeting following worship

Oct 30

Nov 5 

Nov 13

 
Blue Christmas Service at 6:00pm 

Third Sunday of Advent

Christmas Eve worship service at 6:00pm – 
a wonderful service to celebrate the birth 
of the Christ-child 

Christmas Day worship service 10:00- 
10:45am – wear your jammies and join us 
for a laidback service with a light breakfast

New Year’s Day worship service at 10:15am

Dec 14

Dec 18

Dec 24

Dec 25

Jan 1

Pastor Jen’s Installation at 3:00pm with 
reception to follow

December workday moved to ready the 

First Sunday of Advent 

Second Sunday of Advent
Teen Challenge testimony sharing at 9:00am
Creative Advent worship service with 
participation from Teen Challenge women
Outdoor Advent photo op
Messiah at 6:00pm with reception to follow

Nov 20

Nov 26

church house for Advent

Nov 27

Dec 4
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Potluck
Our old-fashioned potluck was Sunday,
October 23rd after the service. Guests
were encouraged to bring a dish and a
recipe to share.
Everything was delicious and there was a
great turn out! We were able to
recognize Rev Jen Evans and celebrate
Pastor Appreciation Month by giving her
a gift. It was an exciting celebration of
the love we have as a congregation for
our new pastor!
Thank you to the Fellowship group for all
their planning and hard work! 

Service of Installation
A Pastor's installation service is an
important event for both the pastor and
the congregation. It is a festive, welcoming
ceremony to recognize the calling of the
pastor, to acknowledge their
responsibilities and duties, and to
celebrate the end of the interim period,
and a new chapter in a congregation's life.
Join us Sunday, November 20th at
3:00pm with a reception to follow for the
Service of Installation for The Reverend
Jen Evans.

3rd Jim Agin
6th Lance Millard
12th James & Glori Cope (A) 
14th Ruth Hendrix
17th Kari McCance
19th Daniel Carter
20th John Bushong

Birthdays & Anniversaries
21st Janet McClain
22nd Luanne Cole
24th Mike Hofmann 
25th Becky Moore 
26th Connie Conover 
27th Erlene Ewing

Christmas Party

information 
coming soon!
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Presbyterian Foundation 
Speaker

Stephen Keizer from the Presbyterian
Foundation spoke with several of our
church leaders about stewardship on
October 13th. The meal was provided by
Pastor Jen and her family and was
enjoyed by all! The presentation was
recorded and is available to anyone that
may be interested. Contact the church
office.

The Great Banquet

 Please continue to be
 in prayer for the guests 
that He has chosen to 
attend on these weekends.
 The Fall weekend dates 
were the Men’s #191 
October 27th – 30th & Women’s #192 
November 3rd – 6th. We are looking 
forward to hosting in the Spring as well!

FPC Hosting Mission
The month of October continued to be a busy one 
for our church campus. We had the honor of hosting 
The Fuller Center Team, St. Paul's Presbyterian 
Church, McVeytown Presbyterian, the Presbytery of 
Northern Kansas, Brooklyn Presbyterian Church, and
Hampton Presbyterian Church. These groups were 
able to help our community in response to the 
December 2021 tornadoes.

But someone will say, ‘You have
faith and I have works.’ Show me

your faith without works, and I
by my works will show you my

faith. (James 2:18)

It is that time again where we have the
opportunity to bless families with food for the
Holiday Season. Each Sunday in November we

are collecting money to go towards the baskets.
Shopping for all items will be the first of

December. More information about shopping
will follow closer to the end of November. If you

have any questions please call Amy Taylor at
270-339-9625. 

Christmas Basket Ministry
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Inviting people to church is not 
something that everyone is immediately
comfortable with doing so we've 
created a way to make it more natural.  
It might sound something like: 

"I'm not sure if you are [still] attending a

church but I'd love for you to join me 

one Sunday.  We are [describe a new 

thing] and God is really working through

[something that excites you] and more.  I

really hope that you'll check it out 

[again]." 

A Church for All People Thank You
Church Family,
My heart is overflowing with gratitude
from the generosity and thoughtfulness
of this congregation!  It means so much
to me that you all surprised me at the
potluck with a cards of appreciation
and a word of thanks for Pastor
Appreciation Month.  It is a gift to be a
faith family together.

In Gratitude,
Pastor Jen 

Congregational Meeting

 November 14 
immediately following 

worship! 

Church Work Day
 Saturday, November 5

On the first Saturday of each month, the
Building & Grounds Committee invites
everyone to meet at 8:00 AM for coffee
and donuts. We walk around the church
grounds, pick up, clean up, and pray over
the building. All are welcome!

Front of card Back of card



Page 08

First Presbyterian Church, Madisonville

new_fpc

@newfpc

newfpc


