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Notes from the Pastor:
It was great to see everyone on Easter Sunday! The
Easter lilies looked great
and I enjoyed celebrating
the Day of Resurrection
with each of you!
A big “thanks” to Pastor
Pete for leading our Sonrise Easter service at 6:30
a.m. on Easter Day. The
weather was beautiful and
the pealing bell brought us
into the Easter Day with
praise.
We were so grateful for
having Jonathan Stocke
supply worship music for
us during Mike and Ann’s
vacation on April 18th. It’s
nice to be surrounded by
so many talented people!
Our Nominating Committee is currently working on nominating our
Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). Our PNC
will have 7 members, 4
from the Session and 3 atlarge. If you have any

questions or suggestions,
feel free to let the Nominating Committee members now. They are: Pete
Phelan, Susanna Lee, Billie Ann Bevels, Gayle
Tabor and Luanne Cole.
The Session has approved the installation of
a LED sign that will allow
us to promote and advertise our activities to those
driving along Princeton
Road/McLaughlin Avenue. This was made possible by a very generous
donation by one of our
members toward the purchase and installation of
the sign.
Ice Cream is on the way!
Our Presbytery is partnering with us on a unique
way to reach out to those
around us. You’ll be hearing more about the Ice
Cream Ministry soon!

Special points of
interest:

Mother’s Day recognition will be held on Sunday, May 9th. Join us on
this special day as we recognize our mothers and
our mothers-in-faith.

•

Pastor Charlie

•

•
•

•
•

National Day of Prayer, May 6, 2021
Mother’s Day, May 9,
2021
Ascension Day, May
13, 2021
Armed Forces
Day, May 15, 2021
Pentecost, May 23,
2021
Memorial Day, May
31, 2021

Wear your red! May
23rd is Pentecost Sunday,

Tuesday Bible Study
The Tuesday Bible Study
group will begin a new
study this Tuesday, April
20th. We will be reading, pondering and discussing the beautiful
Gospel of John. Please
join us; all are welcome.
We meet in the fellowship hall at 1:30 p.m. All
health guidelines are fol-

the only Sunday of the
year where we use red
paraments in the sanctuary. Red represents the
flames of the Holy Spirit
that descended across the
land of the first Day of
Pentecost.

lowed. If you have any
questions call the church
office 270-821-6426.
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Building, Changing and Growing
• Jesus said, “I will build My church.” (Matt. 16:18).
THE BIG IDEA: Noah. Moses. Ezra. Nehemiah. What
did these four men have in common? They were
building an invisible Kingdom, and nothing was going
to stop them from accomplishing that task. What did
they see and know that gave them the passion to
build, when others around them had doubts, got
discouraged, or wanted to give up?
• Let’s consider this theme in the lives of these four
Bible heroes…
NOAH:
• The world was in a chaotic state: “The earth also
was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with
violence.” (Gen. 6:11). Sounds a lot like today’s world!
• God said to Noah: “Build yourself an ark of gopherwood.” (v.14).
• God wasn’t just telling Noah to build a boat: “But I
will establish My covenant with you; and you shall go
into the ark--you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’
wives with you.” (v.18).
• But even though the people no doubt mocked Noah,
he kept building. Why? He knew he wasn’t just building a boat. He was doing something to save people’s
lives.
• He would say, “I’m building something, something
that’s bigger than me!”
• The Bible tells us that God “saved Noah, one of
eight people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in
the flood on the world of the ungodly.” (2 Peter 2:5).
• Noah was preaching righteousness, but the people
did not respond and change their lives!
• Jesus said, “But as the days of Noah were, so also
will the coming of the Son of Man be.” (Matt. 24:37).
MOSES:
• When the children of Israel were in the wilderness,
journeying from Egypt to the Promised Land:
• “And Moses spoke to all the congregation of the
children of Israel, saying, "This is the thing which the
Lord commanded, saying: Take from among you an
offering to the Lord. Whoever is of a willing heart, let
him bring it as an offering to the Lord… All who are
gifted artisans among you shall come and make all
that the Lord has commanded” (Ex. 35:4-5).
• Moses called for all the people who were willing to
help build the temple – by giving offerings, and giving
of their talents.
• “1 And Bezalel and Aholiab, and every gifted artisan
in whom the Lord has put wisdom and understanding,
to know how to do all manner of work for the service
of the sanctuary, shall do according to all that the Lord
has commanded." 2 Then Moses called Bezalel and
Aholiab, and every gifted artisan in whose heart the
Lord had put wisdom, everyone whose heart was
stirred, to come and do the work. 3 And they received
from Moses all the offering which the children of Israel
had brought for the work of the service of making the
sanctuary. So they continued bringing to him freewill
offerings every morning. 4 Then all the craftsmen who
were doing all the work of the sanctuary came, each
from the work he was doing, 5 and they spoke to
Moses, saying, "The people bring much more than

enough for the service of the work which the Lord commanded us to do." 6 So Moses gave a commandment, and
they caused it to be proclaimed throughout the camp,
saying, "Let neither man nor woman do any more work for
the offering of the sanctuary." And the people were restrained from bringing, 7 for the material they had was
sufficient for all the work to be done--indeed too much.” (Ex.
36:1-7).
• Wow! What an amazing project! “Freewill” offerings!
• If you were to ask them why they were giving: They would
say, “We’re building something, something that’s bigger
than us! We’re growing the Kingdom!”
EZRA:
• “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the
earth the Lord God of heaven has given me. And He has
commanded me to build Him a house at Jerusalem which is
in Judah. Who is among you of all His people? May his God
be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem which is in
Judah, and build the house of the Lord God of Israel (He is
God), which is in Jerusalem.” (Ezra 1:2-3).
• The people went up to rebuild God’s house (v.5).
• When they laid the foundation, they praised God (Ezra
3:10).
• The Bible isn’t just about spiritual things like praying and
reading your Bible.
• Ezra was all about rebuilding the house of the Lord.
• Their enemies were trying to discourage them from building (4:4).
• But the prophets (Zerubbabel & Jeshua) supported the
people in their work (5:1-2).
• They would say, “We’re building something, something
that’s bigger than us!”
• They weren’t just building a building they were building the
house of the Lord.
• This was a place where God’s people could gather together to worship the Lord!
NEHEMIAH:
• Nehemiah heard that the walls of Jerusalem were broken
down and burned with fire, and he wept (Neh. 1:3-4).
• Nehemiah rallied the people and said, “You see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lies waste, and its
gates are burned with fire. Come and let us build the wall of
Jerusalem, that we may no longer be a reproach.” (Neh.
2:17).
• So the people rose up to begin rebuilding the walls (v.18).
• Their enemies mocked and despised them, and tried to
discourage their woek (v.19).
• They would say, “We’re building something, something
that’s bigger than us!”
• Their enemy said, “Will they revive the stones from the
heaps of rubbish--stones that are burned?” (Neh. 4:2).
• That was a prophetic picture of what Nehemiah and Ezra
were doing – they were reviving people whose lives were in
burnt heaps of rubble.
• They built the wall halfway because ‘the people had a
mind to work.’ (v.6).
• Nehemiah said, “Do not be afraid of them. Remember the
Lord, great and awesome, and fight for your brethren, your
sons, your daughters, your wives, and your houses.” (v.14).
• They knew that they were building something that had an

eternal value – building for the generations to come!
• When they finished building, they read the law,
prayed, and praised the Lord (Neh. 8-9).
BUILDING IN THE SCRIPTURES:
• The prophet Isaiah recognized that believers were
called to build people: “Those from among you shall
build the old waste places; You shall raise up the foundations of many generations; And you shall be called
the Repairer of the Breach, The Restorer of Streets to
Dwell In.” (Isaiah 58:12).
• “Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed
by men, but chosen by God and precious, you also, as
living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 2:4-5).
• The Kingdom of God is about changing people’s lives!
CHALLENGE:
Who are we as a church? Why are we here? And
where are we going?
We’re not here to build a building – we’re here to build
people, and build the Kingdom.
“And John, calling two of his disciples to him, sent them
to Jesus, saying, "Are You the Coming One, or do we
look for another?" When the men had come to Him,
they said, "John the Baptist has sent us to You, saying,
’Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?’
And that very hour He cured many of infirmities, afflictions, and evil spirits; and to many blind He gave sight.
Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and tell John the
things you have seen and heard: that the blind see, the
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, the poor have the gospel preached to
them.” (Luke 7:19-22).
• Jesus came to build the Kingdom = to transform
people’s lives!
• When we build the Kingdom of God – people’s lives
are changed!
• This is why we want to grow our church – so more
people can find hope, healing and restoration through
God’s Word.
• We want to become what Jesus was in this world: “A
center of love, designed for the healing of broken people, and a force for God.”
CLOSING:
• What are you building your life on?
• Are you building something that’s bigger than you?
• Are you growing the Kingdom of God?
• Now is the time – let’s grow together!
Adapted from sermons by Chris Jordan
Pete Phelan

Voice of the Martyrs
Voice of the Martyrs (VOM) an
international Christian organization committed to supporting
persecuted Christians around
the world, is attempting to provide an alternate Bible source
for Christians whose heart’s
desire is to have a Bible. In
many of the VOM watch list
countries, Bibles or parts of
Bibles or Bible related books are
illegal to possess. The discovery
of a Christian’s Bible or similar
materials results in the person’s

immediate imprisonment and
severe punishment. So, VOM is
launching an effort to place
parts or all of the Bible on a
phone SIM card so that Christians may surreptitiously listen to
the Word of God with less possibility of discovery and danger. If
you would like to support this
effort, purchase 1 or more SIM
cards- I located cards starting @
$6.00 at Wal-Mart. Bring your
card to church. I will have a
small collection basket at church

next to our peanut butter basket
and will send our cards as a
donation from our church at the
end of May. This is such an
easy way to be a blessing to our
persecuted brothers and sisters
by providing them with a priceless treasure - the Word of God.
If you have any questions or
concerns, call the church office
270-821-6426.
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May Birthdays & Anniversaries
4th

Tem Major

10th

Tim & Angie Lester

15th

Calvin Griffith

16th

Emily Fischels
Rick & Susanna Lee (A)
Steve Arnold

28th

Alan Johnson

Finances At A Glance—March 2021
YTD
Income

$14,808.00

YTD Income

$54,939.89

Expense

-$20,636.26

YTD Expense

-$68,590.62

Net

- $5,828.26

YTD Net

- $13,650.73

Undesignated

YTD Undesignated

Income

$12,503.00

Income

$48,596.91

Expense

-$19,722.88

Expense

-$62,049.19

Net

- $7,219.88

Net

-$13,452.28

Designated

YTD Designated

Income

$2,305.00

Income

$6,342.98

Expense

-$913.38

Expense

-$6,541.43

$1,391.62

-$198.45

Operating Funds
Beginning Balance

$125,302.47

Ending Balance

$117,004.09

Investment Account

$209,291.00

WWW.NEWFPC.COM
“To know Jesus as Lord and Savior and to make Him known”

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:
Facebook Group—newfpc
Facebook Public Page—newfpc
Twitter—@newfpc
Instagram—@new_fpc
Website— www.newfpc.com
YouTube Channel name—newfpc
Twitch TV—newfpc

May 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

11

12

13

14

15

Presbytery Mtg

5:30 Bible Study

20

21

22

27

28

29

1:30 PM Bible Study
6:00 Session Meeting

9

10

1:30 PM Bible Study

16

23

30

17

24

31

18

19

1:30 PM Bible
Study

5:30 Bible Study

25

26

1:30 PM Bible
Study

5:30 Bible Study

