
In Mark 9, there’s a great 

story with an even better les-

son… 

Jesus and His “inner cir-

cle” [Peter, James, and John] 

are on a mountain experienc-

ing the miracle of the Trans-

formation – the appearance of 

Moses and Elijah along with 

God’s voice from heaven. 

Meanwhile, though, at the 

bottom of the mountain the 

other nine disciples are trying 

to carry on Jesus’ ministry 

without Jesus.  It doesn’t go 

well.  A father with a demon-

ized son comes looking for 

Jesus.  He pleads with the 

disciples to help his boy.  

They try, but are not success-

ful. 

Jesus comes down the moun-

tain, walks into the commo-

tion and asks what’s going 

on.  The disciples are embar-

rassed to answer, but the dis-

appointed father speaks up: 

“Teacher, I brought You my 

son, possessed with a spirit 

which makes him mute; and 

whenever it seizes him, it 

slams him to the ground and 

he foams at the mouth, and 

grinds his teeth and stiffens 

out.  I told Your disciples to 

cast it out, and they could not 

do it.” 

Jesus shows His aggravation 

with His disciples: “…’How 

long shall I put up with you?’  

He calls for the boy to be 

brought to Him and is told 

that this tragic affliction has 

persisted since childhood.  

The father, having just wit-

nessed the failure of the nine, 

pleads with Jesus, ‘If You 

can do anything, take pity on 

us and help us!’” 

“’If You can?’ Jesus asks.  

‘All things are possible to 

him who believes.’”  The 

father answers with amazing 

honesty: “’I do believe; help 

my unbelief.’”  Then Jesus 

casts out the demon and 

restores a healed son to a 

grateful father. 

The lesson for the disciples 

comes later, in a private 

moment : “’Why could we 

not drive out the demon?’ 

they ask.  Jesus answers, 

‘This kind cannot come out 

by anything but prayer.’”  

That suggests they had tried 

to cast out the demon with-

out praying. 

In Matthew’s account, Je-

sus’ answer is framed differ-

ently: “’Because of the lit-

tleness of your faith,’ He 

says.” [Matthew 17:20]. 

Notice there is an implied 

connection between faith 

and prayer.  In Mark their 

failure is because of a lack 

of prayer; in Matthew their 

failure is because of a lack 

of faith.  The two do go 

hand in hand.  The more we 

believe, the more we pray; 

the less we believe, the less 

we pray.  Prayer is an ex-

pression of our trust in and 

our dependence on God. 

Realize, though, the faith 

required is not a crazy-big 

faith.  In Matthew’s account 

Jesus said if you have faith 

the size of a mustard seed 

you can move a mountain – 

nothing will be impossible.  

Unfortunately, at least on 

this occasion, the nine disci-

ples didn’t even have mus-

tard seed faith.  But did you 

notice the father, who admit-

ted his serious doubts, did 

have faith. 

Does that surprise you.  It 

does me…A man who prob-

ably heard no more than a 

rumor that Jesus could exor-

cise demons has more faith 

than Jesus’ disciples who 

had been watching Him per-

form miracles with regularity!  

How can that be? 

Well, put yourself in the san-

dals of those nine followers of 

Jesus.  The father begs them 

to cast out the evil spirit.  I 

can picture these guys, look-

ing at each other and smiling: 

“We got this!  We’ve been 

with Jesus; we’ve seen Him 

do this a hundred times.  This 

is not a problem!”  And then 

they try…and fail miserably. 

They failed because they are a 

lot like us.  They were trust-

ing in their own confidence – 

self-confidence.  And Jesus 

says to them and to you and 

me: “You didn’t put your 

faith in me.”  They had for-

gotten the power was not in 

them, but in the One they 

followed. 

The father had plenty of doubt 

and a little bit of faith.  And 

yet it was enough, because the 

faith he had was in Jesus. 

How about you today?  I’m 

more than humbled by Jesus’ 

lesson.  And I’m reminded by 

Paul that “when I am weak, 

then I am strong” [2 Corinthi-

ans 12:1].  Strength comes 

from depending on Jesus and 

not on me. 

Can we, like the father, be 

desperate enough to abandon 

all our self-confidence and in 

our brokenness, confess our 

inability and just say, “Lord, 

we can’t do this.  We have no 

power in ourselves to do ef-

fective ministry and bear last-

ing fruit for the kingdom.  If 

we don’t move over and let 

You move in and through us, 

nothing of value is going to 

happen.” 

Blessings,  

RevLon 
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It seems our theme around November 

always focuses on the subject of being 

thankful. Probably has something to do 

with the holiday at the end of the 

month. A time when so many of us get 

together with family and friends and 

eat, and eat and eat some more. Moder-

ation is hard to do when there’s so 

much to choose from but it can be 

done, I’ve been told.  

We have much to thank God for as we 

focus on the subject. It’s an attitude and 

character trait that we are to reflect but 

sometimes struggle to do so. If you’re 

attitude is always looking to the grati-

tude you have then your attitude is 

probably more approachable than when 

our attitudes are the opposite. Dissatis-

fied is the attitude that is on that oppo-

site side of thankfulness. So, how’s that 

going for y’all? 

As we go through scripture we get an 

insight into the truth of who God is and 

the character of humanity. The lens we 

look through will determine how we 

allow life to either have an attitude of 

thankfulness or an attitude of dissatis-

faction. So, let’s look through that lens 

and be thankful for all that God has 

given to bless us, redeem and restore 

us! 

“It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

to sing praises to the Most High. It is 

good to proclaim your unfailing love in 

the morning, your faithfulness in the 

evening,” Psalm 92:1-2 

“See that no one pays back evil for evil, 

but always try to do good to each other 

and to all people. Always be joyful. 

Never stop praying. Be thankful in all 

circumstances, for this is God’s will for 

you who belong to Christ Jesus.” 1 

Thessalonians 5:15-18 

“Above all, clothe yourselves with 

love, which binds us all to-

gether in perfect harmony. 

And let the peace that comes 

from Christ rule in your 

hearts. For as members of one 

body you are called to live in 

peace. And always be thank-

ful. Let the message about 

Christ, in all its richness, fill 

your lives. Teach and counsel 

each other with all the wis-

dom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns 

and spiritual songs to God with thank-

ful hearts. And whatever you do or say, 

do it as a representative of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks through him to 

God the Father.” Colossians 3:14-17 

“And give thanks for everything to God 

the Father in the name of our Lord Je-

sus Christ.” Ephesians 5:20 

Don’t you feel blessed now as we’ve 

looked through the lens of God’s word 

for us? Thanks so much for the many 

ways you have blessed Denise and my 

life, we are so thankful for you! God is 

good, all the time! And all the time, 

God is good! 

In Christ’s Love, 

Rob 

November 20
th
 will be our annual 

Angel Tree Fundraiser meal. 
Please come support our youth 
groups mission to bless the Salva-
tion Armies Angel Tree kids. And 
enjoy a meal of spaghetti, salad, 
homemade bread and desserts too. 
We appreciate the generosity of our 
church family as we seek to serve 
the underprivileged in our communi-
ty. 
  
 
 
 
 

November 1-3 is our W. KY Presby-
tery’s Youth Fall Retreat at Camp 
Loucon. Please pray for al those 
that are participating and leading 
the retreat this year. We are looking 
forward, as always, to what God 
has to show us as we gather with 
youth and adult leaders from our 
Presbytery at beautiful Camp 
Loucon. If you’re interested in spon-
soring any of our youth that need 
scholarships please pass that along 
to Suzanne and designate youth 
fund scholarship. Thanks so  much 
for your support of our youth! 
 

GATHERING OF YOUNG 
ADULTS: 
November 10

th
 at 5pm we will have 

an opportunity for our twenty and 
thirty something adults to come to-
gether and connect. Rob and Den-
ise will be leading this first gather-
ing and they can give more details 
as to where and what the group will 
be doing. Location will be deter-
mined based on participation level. 
Childcare will be available for those 
that need it. We look forward to get-
ting this started and are anticipating 
huge blessings from it! 
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“THANKFUL” 

YOUTH NEWS: 

T I DI NGS 

ATTENTION TWENTY & 
THIRTY SOMETHINGS 



 

The Session has called a special meeting for November 17 at 9:00AM.  The meeting will be in the gym, allowing 

for conversation and fellowship together.  There are two purposes for the meeting: 

 * To review the budget for 2020, as adopted by the Session. 

    The congregation will also be asked to vote on changes in the  

   terms of Pastor Lon’s call. 

The 2020 Budget, as approved by the Session, will be available in the narthex November 3. 

* To elect one elder to the Session to fill a vacancy in a one-year term.  

   To elect four elders to the Session to serve three-year terms. 

   To elect one trustee to serve a three-year term. 

The Session, through the congregation’s nominating committee, has given their approval for the following slate of 

officers: 

One-Year Term (Elder): Tom McLean 

Three-Year Terms (Elder): Susie Jackson, Gayle Tabor, Ed Moore, Jim Howard 

Three-Year Term (Trustee): Judy McLean 

Our gym will once again be the drop-off location for Hopkins County.  Bring 

your packed boxes and share the Christmas love with children around the 

world!  You can pick up an official box and tag in the narthex, or pack your 

own shoebox or similar size plastic container.  Call the office (270.821.6420) 

if you’d like to volunteer on any of the dates: 

 November 18-22:   5:30PM-8:00PM 

 November 23:       10:00AM-4:00PM 

 November 24:         2:00PM-6:00PM 

 November 25:       The boxes will be loaded on the outgoing  

                   truck from 8-9:30AM. 

September 2019 

     YTD 

Income  $67,818.82   YTD Income  $282,650.71 

Expense -$25,319.02   YTD Expense -$222,405.00 

Net $42,499.80   YTD Net     $60,245.71  

 

Undesignated    YTD Undesignated 

Income  $15,871.57   Income   $205,608.85 

Expense -$23,586.98   Expense  -$203,631.84 

Net   -$7,715.41   Net       $1,977.01 

 

Designated    YTD Designated 

Income  $51,947.25   Income   $77,041.86 

Expense   -$1,732.04   Expense  -$18,773.16 

Net     Net   

 

Operating Funds 
 Beginning Balance $298,363.84 Ending Balance $288,386.21 
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING—NOVEMBER 17—9:00 AM 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOX DROPOFF 

FINANCES AT A GLANCE 



November 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 

 

6PM G.B. Team 

Meetings 

5 6 

5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

7 8 9 

10 11 
 

6PM G.B. Team 

Meetings 

12 

 

6PM Session Mtg 

13 
5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

14 15 16 

17 18 
 

6PM G.B. Team 

Meetings 

19 20 
 

5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

21 22 23 

24 
 

Thanksgiving Pot-

luck after service 

25 
 

26 27 

No Activities 

28 29 30 

3rd Jim Agin 

 Doris Thomas 

6th Lance Millard 

12th James & Glori Cope (A) 

14th Ruth Hendrix 

17th Kari McCance 

18th Ross Thomas 

19th Daniel Carter 

20th John Bushong 

21st Janet McClain 

 Heather Ricketts  

22nd Luanne Cole 

24th Mike Hofmann 

 David & Merry Brooks (A) 

25th  Burl & Paula Milligan (A) 

 Becky Moore 

26th Connie Conover 

27th Erlene Ewing 

29th Becca Wilson 

Women’s Great Banquet #190 

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Drop-Off 

Vienna Prison Great Banquet #50 


