
It Takes Grace... 

WHAT’S YOUR THEME 

would you give yourself? 

Do you see how it can be diffi-

cult for many of us to live a 

spiritually mature life, especial-

ly if we’ve just not accumulated 

the spiritual years to behave 

maturely?  Hebrews 5:13 puts 

it this way: “Anyone who lives 

on milk, being still an infant, is 

not acquainted with the teach-

ing about righteousness.” 

Is there still much to be under-

stood about our life in Christ?  

You bet!  Definitely!  Will it 

require a higher level of ma-

turity to reach that understand-

ing?  Yes; definitely.  Let’s all 

pray – for all the guests going 

through this Banquet season 

(and the team members, too), 

for one another and for all of 

us together as the church fami-

ly.  Let’s be sure the switch is 

on…and not let the things of 

the world become stones to 

stumble over in our spiritual 

path.  

Blessings, 
RevLon  

“You can only be young once.  But 

you can always be immature.” – 

Dave Barry 

What if we could just push the 

pause button on growth?  

Would you choose to stay 16 

forever?  How about 39?  Or 

would your pause button be at 

60? 

Aging is something we cannot 

stop.  But maturity – that is a 

different story.  We can keep 

living and behaving with the 

same understanding at 40 that 

we had at 14.  It would be awk-

ward for anyone watching, but 

we can choose to do it. 

With the coming of March we 

are into the season of Great 

Banquets – seven of them be-

fore the end of May, to be 

exact (and that’s not counting 

YES and Chrysalis weekends).  

A fresh season of Banquets 

always has me reflecting on the 

potential for spiritual maturity.  

Over the past three decades 

I’ve seen adults young, old, and 

in between of every level of 

spiritual maturity.  I’ve come to 

realize that pause button I 

mentioned earlier is available in 

our spiritual lives, too… 

Think back to when you be-

came a believer.  You probably 

got into God’s Word and grew.  

But, like many folks, you may 

have allowed things like career, 

marriage, and family to take up 

more of your days than you 

might have guessed possible.  

And, like so many others, you 

pushed the pause button on 

your spiritual growth. 

Maybe you’ve rebounded in 

your spirituality from time to 

time, only to interrupt the 

growth spurts by hitting the 

pause button at various mo-

ments, for short or long peri-

ods of time.  Some have gone 

through much of their lives as 

if their spirituality had an on/

off switch.  So, using your age 

as a starting point, and deduct-

ing away years when the spir-

itual switch was in the ‘off’ 

position, what spiritual age 

heart does not have a noble or 

goodly theme, 

then it develops 

an anti-theme.” 

What noble theme 

can you live by as 

you live for 

Christ?   

Disgusted by a tasteless dish, 

Winston Churchill once sum-

moned a waiter, saying, “Take 

this pudding away. It has no 

theme!”  

Any good dish, book, movie or 

sermon needs a good theme. 

So does a good life! That’s why 

a personal motto or mission 

statement is helpful. William 

Carey’s was “Expect great 

things from God; attempt great 

things for God.” Joan of Arc’s 

was “God must be served 

first.” And St. Paul’s was “to 

know nothing among you ex-

cept Jesus Christ and him cru-

cified” (1 Corinthians 2:2, 

ESV).  

Pastor Curtis Nigh says, “If the 
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Our Session met last month for a Sat-

urday of training – being sure they un-

derstood their responsibilities and ask-

ing good questions elders have on their 

minds.  We spent time reflecting on the 

things we do well as a church family.  

That discussion led into a conversation 

on what, if resources wouldn’t restrict 

us, we might be able to accomplish – 

for those already in the family, but also 

as mission and/or outreach within the 

community. 

Just as many others, we are certainly in 

need of somehow lighting a fire within 

our church – figuring out the ways to 

better draw our own membership into 

the life and ministry of FPC.  There are 

far too many on the rolls of our mem-

bership who cannot give an adequate 

reason for their non-participation.  I’ve 

talked with quite a few of them; to be 

honest, one of the biggest surprises of 

ministry for me after nearly 28 years 

others in our FPC family have an excel-

lent idea or two, also.  But, I remind us 

all that there is nothing we will accom-

plish in fellowship, outreach, or mis-

sion that will grow this church without 

the involvement of its members.  We 

will not grow by reading about it in a 

newsletter or by asking how church 

was on Sunday.  Our expectation must 

be that we are a church family who 

prays, worships, plays, works and par-

ticipates together…and then we must 

be willing to let others know what is 

available if they join in with us – con-

nect on the inside and invite from the 

outside.  Since it is Christ’s plan for us, 

I’m betting it would work.  

remains the amount of time I spend 

inviting members to their own church. 

The other issue for our church family 

to deal with involves ways we can make 

known to the community that we have 

a place for them at FPC.  The Session 

discussed the need to reach out to the 

thousands of people in Hopkins Coun-

ty who have no church affiliation.  We 

should have no desire to be a part of 

seeking church members already at-

tached to other congregations when 

there’s an estimated 10,000 people in 

our county who are not connected to a 

local church family. 

So then, how do we reach in to involve 

our own folks and at the same time 

reach out with a warm welcome to 

those who are missing out on opportu-

nities be closer to each and to God?  

The Session came up with a pretty 

good list at our meeting in a short 

amount of time.  My guess is that many 

FROM THE SESSION CHALKBOARD: 

SESSION TRAINING FEEDBACK... 
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fellowship and in relationship with 

God. 

• Homecoming 

• Family & Friends Meals and/or 

Snacks 

• Alternative Bible Study (Mornings 

Maybe) 

• Game Nights 

• Movie Nights 

• More Potlucks 

• Dementia Friends Day Care 

• _______ (intentionally left blank 

for your idea) 

• Meals with a Special Program 

• Add’l. Church at a Different Time/

Place 

• Revive Intercessors Prayer Time 

• Road Church 

• Family Nights at the Park/Pool 

• FPC/Grace Fellowship Worship 

Nights 

• Volleyball/Pickleball in Gym 

Note that beyond every one of these 

being do-able for our own church fam-

ily, they all are also “visitor friendly,” 

allowing all of us to reach out to those 

who could benefit from being closer in 



To God You Shall Return 

go to church or be good or be honest 

in order to be a Christian. He does 

those things because he already is 

one. It means that those things he de-

sires to do change. He wants to 

change and wants to please God--

from the inside. 

So, being a Christian means that you 

have encountered the true and living 

God, and that you have undergone a 

change in your heart and soul. It 

means that you are not restricted to 

the Laws of right and wrong in order 

to please God because you cannot 

please God by what you do. God will 

only find pleasure in you through Je-

sus Christ. 

To be a Christian means to follow 

Christ, to desire Him, to fellowship 

with Him, to be indwelt by Him, and 

to bring glory to Him in your life. 

On the Inside, Pete. 

 

A man was being tailgated by a 

stressed out woman on a busy boule-

vard. Suddenly, the light turned yel-

low, just in front of him. He did the 

right thing, stopping at the crosswalk, 

even though he could have beaten the 

light by accelerating through the in-

tersection. 

The tailgating woman was furious and 

honked her horn, screaming in frustra-

tion as she missed her chance to get 

through the intersection, dropping her 

cell phone and makeup. 

As she was still in mid-rant, she heard 

a tap on her window and looked up 

into the face of a very serious police 

officer. The officer ordered her to exit 

her car with her hands up. He took her 

to the police station where she was 

searched, finger printed, photo-

graphed, and placed in a holding cell. 

After a couple of hours, Detective 

Ardilla approached the cell and 

opened the door. She was escorted 

back to the booking desk where the 

arresting officer was waiting with her 

personal effects. 

He said, "I'm very sorry for this mis-

take. You see, I pulled up behind your 

car while you were blowing your 

horn, flipping off the guy in front of 

you, and cussing a blue streak at him. 

I noticed the 'What Would Jesus Do' 

bumper sticker, the 'Choose Life' li-

cense plate holder, the 'Follow Me to 

Sunday-School' bumper sticker, and 

the chrome-plated Christian fish em-

blem on the trunk, Naturally... I as-

sumed you had stolen the car."Being a 

Christian means that you are changed 

on the inside--not controlled from the 

outside. It means that your heart has 

been changed by the presence of God. 

There has been an actual change in a 

person. When someone becomes a 

Christian by trusting in the sacrifice 

of Christ alone for the forgiveness of 

his sins then the Holy Spirit has come 

and lives in that person. Because the 

person has been changed from the 

inside, he does not desire to do those 

things that are contrary to God. 

Therefore, he will naturally desire to 

go to church. He will desire to be 

good, to be honest, etc. He does not 

from dust 

and will 

return to 

dust, but 

we also 

come from God and will return to God. 

Ash Wednesday reminds us that we’re 

always safe in God’s love.  

The traditional Ash Wednesday words 

“Remember that you are dust and to dust 

you shall return” might seem depress-

ing. But in our often death-denying cul-

ture, some might find it refreshing to 

hear the frank statement that we can do 

nothing to save ourselves, physically or 

spiritually — that, no matter how we try 

to avoid sin, we can’t untangle ourselves 

from self-interest. How liberating, then, 

to know we don’t have to! God loves us 

as we are and sent Jesus to break sin’s 

power over us.  

 

A pastor described Ash Wednesday as 

the point you can pinch in the middle of 

a long piece of ribbon, such that when 

you lift it high, the two ends — one sym-

bolizing our baptism and the other, our 

funeral — meet and touch. We come 
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1st Rick Lee 

2nd Jo Shepherd 

3rd Karla Cates 

4th Dicie Collins 

5th Marilyn Coates 

6th Brianna Gregory 

10th Ed & Becky Moore (A) 

12th MaryAnn Thomas 

14th Brooks Leasure  

15th Bob Wilkerson 

 Tyler Conover 

26th Philip Taylor 

27th Janet Agin 

 Philip & Amy Taylor (A) 

29th Yvonne Bourland 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1 2 

3 4  

6PM GB Team 

Meetings 

5 

 

6:00 Session Mtg 

6  

5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Ash Wednesday Service 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

7 8 9 

10 11 

6PM GB Team 

Meetings 

12 13 

5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

14 15 16 

17 18 

6PM GB Team 

Meetings 

19 20  First Day of Spring 

 

5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

21 22 23 

24 25 

6PM GB Team 

Meetings 

26 27 
5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

28 29 30 

31       
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