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“So let no one judge you in food 

or in drink, or regarding a festi-

val or a new moon or sabbaths, 

which are a shadow of things to 

come, but the substance is of 

Christ.” 

[Colossians 2:16-17] 

 

I don’t know that I’ve always 

understood, let alone believed, 

the “promise of Christmas.”  But 

there has always been some-

thing special to me about this 

time of year, going back to my 

earliest memories of childhood. 

What is it that we love about 

Christmas, especially once we 

get past all the initial trappings?  

For me, I think it’s the sense of 

wonder, beauty, and anticipa-

tion.  It’s the music, the look of 

surprise on a child’s face [and 

the amazing food].  It’s in the 

companionship of family and 

good friends and church folks.  

It’s also the absence, if only for a 

day, of meanness that is typical-

ly on display out there. 

Back to the promise…How often 

does Christmas really deliver on 

its promises?  A little bit here 

and there, but by and large, it 

ends up being the endless litany 

of numbing advertisements.  It 

is the friction and pressure that 

comes when we feel obligated to 

buying all the “stuff” and send-

ing out a hundred personalized 

cards and expecting Amazon to 

deliver overnight because we 

were late ordering…You get it.  I 

sure do.  It is the expectations of 

the season put on us by others 

and ourselves.  And because of 

the real pressures of the season, 

our priorities go haywire. 

So, what is Christmas at its 

worst?  It is a crass, commercial, 

empty, exhausting, and very 

expensive ritual that lasts too 

long and takes even longer to 

pay for. 

Let me ask you, though, what is 

Christmas at its best?  Isn’t it a 

glimpse of things to come – the 

beauty, the worshipful music, 

the adoring angels, the love, the 

warmth, the hope…all the 

things promised to us in a life 

yet to come. 

Yes, Christmas is a promise God 

made.  It is a promise that has 

not yet fully come to fruition. 

Slow down, inhale, exhale…

Christmas cannot be all that we 

want it to be.  It is after all a day 

on a calendar.  It cannot bring 

harmony to your home.  Christ-

mas cannot bring peace on 

earth.  Christmas cannot bring 

happiness. 

But [thank God] Christ Himself 

can do all of that…and more.  

He is really what we long for 

deep inside. 

Not Christmas, but Christ.  Not 

merriment, but Messiah.  Not 

goodwill, but God. 

Not presents, but His presence. 

Anything or anyone short of this 

will disappoint.  But God never 

will. 

That’s what I want for Christ-

mas.  That’s what I want for you 

for Christmas: Jesus Christ. 

Blessings, 

RevLon  

OUR CHRISTMAS HAPPENINGS: 
December   1:  First Sunday 

of Advent—Matthew 2:1-12 

[The Magi] 

December   4:   

5:15pm Fellowship Meal 

6:00pm Children/Youth/Adult 

Programs 

December   8:  Second Sun-

day of Advent-Luke 1:26-56 

[Mary’s Song] 

6:00pm  Messiah Choral 

Presentation 

December 11:   

5:15pm Fellowship Meal 

 6:00pm Children/Youth/Adult 

Programs 

December 14:  Christmas 

Basket Shopping at Kroger 

December 15:  Third Sunday 

of Advent-“He Shall 

Reign” [Our Choir’s Cantata] 

3:00pm Caroling 

December 18:   

5:15pm Fellowship Meal 

6:00pm “Talent/No Talent 

Show 

December 22:  Fourth Sun-

day of Advent:                           

9:00am Birthday Party for 

Jesus-Luke 2:8-21 [Angels and 

Shepherds] 

December 24:  7:00pm 

Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Communion 

IT TAKES GRACE... 

Christmas 

Food Basket 

Shopping is 

fast ap-

proaching.  

Each year 

our family here at First Pres-

byterian Church blesses other 

families in our community 

with groceries for Christmas.   

The average spent on grocer-

ies for each family is $60.00 to 

$110.00 depending on the 

family size.   Each year we 

have been able to give grocer-

ies to 8-10 families depending 

on how much money is given 

towards the Christmas Food 

Baskets.   Please be sure to 

mark your donation for 

Christmas Food Basket.  

Christmas Basket Shopping 

will take place at Kroger’s on 

Saturday December 14th at 

8:30 am.  Anyone is welcome 

to come out and help grocery 

shop.  If you are interested in 

shopping please contact Amy 

Taylor at 270-825-2831. 



We are in a time that has never 

been. God is creative! And as we 

walk through each day we are given 

the opportunity to see His creation 

and the ability it has to recreate. 

Restoration, creativity and unity are 

characteristics of the family God has 

called us to be in. As we approach 

the celebration of our newborn King, 

we see how vulnerable He came to 

us. Created in His image we all bear 

that same opportunity to restore 

and mend. Even in the midst of divi-

sion and conflict God has called us 

to be peacemakers and be united 

together. He calls us to sacrifice self 

for the well being of others and 

demonstrated that to us by giving 

Himself completely for us.  

Christmas is a time to reflect on the 

precious gift we have been given in 

Jesus Christ. The One who spoke all 

of creation into existence came to us 

humble and meek. Born in the lowly 

to demonstrate His desire to meet 

us where we’re at. He brought heav-

en to earth to show us the possibili-

ties that exist for a family, a com-

munity, yes even a nation to show 

real love and humility to one anoth-

er.  

We love this season so much be-

cause it is a time when we focus 

more on others than ourselves and 

focus more on what God has called 

us to reflect to those, He blesses us 

with. It gets to the core of what we 

were created to be, grateful, selfless, 

humble and overflowing with gener-

osity. We have been loved abundant-

ly and when we allow that love to 

flow out of us, we are living in the 

kingdom that Jesus proclaimed to 

us. We give ourselves over to Him 

and in turn we get more than we 

could ever imagine, overflowing 

grace, unconditional love and life 

with purpose.  

May we all see the opportunities 

this season, anticipating the coming 

King, our Savior and Lord Jesus 

Christ, to share and show fully who 

we are as members of the family 

and what that looks like in our 

words and actions. So, as we go 

through this season let’s remind 

ourselves of why we should be so 

thankful and full of joy and peace. 

Let’s remember that Jesus brings us 

into a new way of looking at and 

experiencing all that life has to of-

fer. Take advantage of being with 

family in whatever capacity that 

may be and cherish the memories 

that you make and revisit. May we 

be generous with what God has giv-

en us so that we reflect His glory to 

those around us. 

“In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. He was with God in 

the beginning. Through him all 

things were made; without him 

nothing was made that has been 

made. In him was life, and that life 

was the light of all mankind. The 

light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness has not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God 

whose name was John. He came as 

a witness to testify concerning that 

light, so that through him all might 

believe. He himself was not the 

light; he came only as a witness to 

the light. The true light that gives 

light to everyone was coming into 

the world. He was in the world, and 

though the world was made through 

him, the world did not recognize 

him. He came to that which was his 

own, but his own did not receive 

him. Yet to all who did receive him, 

to those who believed in his name, 

he gave the right to become children 

of God— children born not of natu-

ral descent, nor of human decision 

or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

The Word became flesh and made 

his dwelling among us. We have 

seen his glory, the glory of the one 

and only Son, who came from the 

Father, full of grace and truth.” 

John 1:1-14 

Merry Christmas! God is good, all 

the time! 

In Christ’s Love, 

Rob, Romans 12 

December 18
th
 will be our 

Christmas Party held at the Wil-
son’s for our middle and high 
school youth group. 
December 28

th
 will be our an-

nual Christmas Break road trip 

of ice skating, meal and a mov-

Thanks to everyone who sup-
ported our Angel Tree fundrais-
er. We are grateful for your 
generosity and encouragement 
to the Angel Tree mission that 
provides to less fortunate chil-
dren in our community. 

ie. Ask Rob for more details. 

BLESSED! 

YOUTH NEWS 
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First, I would like to thank you for the Gift 

Card to Brothers BBQ for Pastor Apprecia-

tion Day.  You have been most generous in 

my ministry, Thank You. 

The Great Banquet has been successful 

again this fall with many being touched by 

God and his servants.  Praise the Lord!  

One of those weekends was the Ladies GB 

Weekend at Hopkins County Jail. It was 

well received and ran smoothly, despite a 

few hiccups and stumbling blocks.  The 

residents didn’t have a clue that some-

things had to be rearranged as adjust-

ments were made flawlessly.   

Kukla, Fran and Ollie was an early Ameri-

can television show using puppets. It was 

created for children, but soon watched by 

more adults than children. It did not have 

a script and was entirely ad-libbed. It was 

broadcast from 1947 to 1957.  If you don’t 

know about Allah you should come to 

church more often. 

On November 5th only 39% of the eligible 

voters in Hopkins County actually voted.  

That means 6 out of 10 didn’t bother.  I do 

not know why these people didn’t exercise 

their right, however, I believe they didn’t 

care.  I find it sad that about the same 

proportion of our congregation doesn’t at-

tend worship on Sundays.  Could it be that 

these 6 in 10 don’t care?  Scripture tells us 

that we should come together as the Body 

of Christ and worship.  Do we not care 

about pleasing God? 

Our church has a history of not coming 

together when Hopkins County Schools is 

not in session. Are we tied to the apron 

strings of 320 South Seminary?  Does God 

require Fall Break, snow days, and In Ser-

vice days?  

What kind of God do we worship?  I not 

only ask us this question I often ask the 

jail residents the same.  My Muslim chil-

dren are totally confused, as are nonbe-

lievers, and some who profess to be Chris-

tian.  Do we worship our time more than 

we worship God? Do we worship “My Pil-

low”  as my god?  Are we going to worship 

Santa Claus, more than we do Jesus this 

Christmas?  Do we really believe the 

CEO’s are truly worshiping Our Lord by 

showing up on Christmas and Easter On-

ly?  

Christmas is coming.  Have fun and be of 

good cheer. BUT, please don’t forget the 

birth of Jesus was all about dying to self 

and living in Him.  

Ad-libbing on the Inside, Love Pete 

Income  $17,019.42   YTD Income  $299,668.31 

Expense -$23,211.64   YTD Expense -$245,613.64 

Net   -$6,192.22   YTD Net    $54,054.67  

 

Undesignated    YTD Undesignated 

Income  $15,784.00   Income   $221,396.03 

Expense -$22,373.63   Expense  -$225,797.22 

Net   -$6,589.63   Net       $4,401.19 

 

Designated    YTD Designated 

Income    $1,235.42   Income   $78,272.28 

Expense      -$838.01   Expense  -$19,816.42 

 

Operating Funds 

 Beginning Balance $288,386.21 Ending Balance $280,680.60 

Kukla, Fran, and Allah 

Finances at a Glance—October 2019 

will for her; lowly shepherds bring the angel-

ic message: the Messiah has been born in an 

animal shed.  Yet the ultimate wonder is how 

God the Father gives the world His most 

precious possession.  He gives His Son with 

total abandon.  And with that gift, we receive 

hope, in the midst of the chaos then, and in 

the midst of the continued chaos we know 

today.  Take heart and be amazed at the love 

of God, come down to earth in the humanity 

of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord! 

The season of Advent [the four Sundays prior 

to and including Christmas Eve] is upon us. 

As I have prepared for the Advent Season 

messages this year, I’m overwhelmed by the 

variety of stories of wonder.  Magi journey for 

months to worship a long-awaited King; a 

teenage girl gives herself completely to God’s 

THE SEASON OF ADVENT 
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December 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

 

3 

6PM Session 

Mtg 

4  

5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

5 6 7 

8 6PM Messiah 9 10 11 

5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

12 13 14 

Christmas 

Basket Shop-

ping 

15   

3:00 Caroling 

16 17 18 

5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Talent/No Talent Show 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

19 20 21 

22   

9AM Birthday Party 

for Jesus 

23 24  

7PM Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Com-

munion 

25 

 

26 27 28 

Youth Road 

Trip 

29 30 31     


