
“For by grace you have been 
saved through faith, 

and that not of yourselves; it is 
the gift of God.” 
[Ephesians 2:8] 

 
I am alive today because of 
God’s grace.  The sun came up 
this morning because of God’s 
grace.  The stars were out last 
night because of God’s grace.  
The breath I’m taking in right 
now is because of God’s grace.  
I am forgiven of the sins I have 
committed because of God’s 
grace.  I am forgiven of the sins 
I will commit because of God’s 
grace.  I open God’s Word 
today because God’s grace has 
given it to me.  I am able to 
pray – to have access to a 
conversation with the one and 
only God – because of God’s 
grace. I hear the robins singing 
in the prayer garden outside 
my office on this chilly morning 
as a reminder of God’s grace.  
The daffodils busted through a 
late snow a few weeks ago as a 
reminder of God’s grace.  
There are a thousand natural 
and supernatural benefits we 
enjoy every day because of 

God’s grace.  Most, if not 
many, of these phenomena go 
unnoticed on a typical day. 
What might happen if we no-
ticed them more?  What if we 
were constantly aware of 
God’s grace?  We would be 
more thankful, more humble, 
more aware of what God is 
doing in the world, more 
aware of the needs of people 
around us, more aware of the 
power of God’s Spirit available 
to us.  And, in turn, God’s 
grace would be pouring out of 
our lives. 
Remember Jesus’ story of the 
man who had a huge debt for-
given and then that same man 
promptly moved to put the 
screws on the next guy who 
owed him only a little money? 
[see Matthew 18] He didn’t 
see his own huge debt being 
forgiven as an act of grace, so 
he showed no grace to the 
man who owed him only a 
little.  In the same way, a per-
son can live under a thousand 
evidences of God’s grace and 
not take time to notice or 
acknowledge even one of them 
as God’s grace.  Without 

knowing we have been graced, 
we have no grace to offer oth-
ers.  It all depends on what you 
are aware of, and where you 
place the credit – who or what 
it is that you place your faith 
in. 
We are all living under a thou-
sand or more of God’s graces 
every day.  We depend on His 
forgiveness and His love.  We 
are empowered by His Spirit.  
So, here is the challenge of 
allowing Easter to have special 
meaning this year:  Without 
God’s grace given to us in 
Christ Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection we have no life, 
now or eternal.  Open your 
eyes and hearts to take in the 
enormity of what that means.  
If you notice God’s grace at 
work in your life, even 
“Hallelujah!” is a weak Easter 
response.  Filled with His 
grace, we should jump up and 
down and shout, 
“Hoodeedoodeeray!”  And 
then we determine to turn the 
grace we have received out-
ward to others. 
Easter Blessings, 

RevLon. 

IT TAKES GRACE... 

HOLY WEEK ACTIVITIES 

Palm Sunday, April 14: 
Celebrating the triumphal entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem 
 
Wednesday, April 17: 

     5:15PM  Fellowship Meal 
     6:00PM  Children/Youth/Adult Activities 
     7:00PM  Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, April 18: 
     7:00PM  Maundy Thursday Worship in the Sanctu-
ary 
Friday, April 19: 
  Good Friday Prayer Vigil in Sanctuary 

  (Beginning at midnight Thursday through midnight Friday) 
Easter Sunday, April 21: 
     7:00AM SonRise Communion Worship in Chapel 
     9:00AM Breakfast in the gym and  
  decorate the floral cross (with an egg hunt for the young-
sters following)    
10:15AM Resurrection Communion  
      Celebration in Sanctuary 

Our choir’s musical presentation:    

   “Jesus, Only King Forever” 
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I just watched a couple of good vide-
os by Tim Mackie, here’s the link to 
that series https://www.youtube.com/
watch?
v=wu6EYoUcYOk&list=PLZ1ocmtU5
AOeDTqm2faODfdD8SolitgJe  , ex-
plaining God’s character. I hope that I 
can somehow convey just how amaz-
ing God is to not only love us uncon-
ditionally but judge us honestly. You 
see it’s not either or but both and. 
We can get confused about that and 
want to lean one way or the other 
on who God is but scripture tells us 
whom He is and how He deals with 
those that turn towards Him or 
away. The way you see Him will 
greatly influence the way you see 

yourself and others.  

Teenagers can help with this because 
they usually are unashamedly selfish, 
but not all the time. We see it in the 
way they pass blame or justify their 
words and actions, to them it’s okay. 
Because to them, most of the time, 
they are the one that matters most. 
That’s part of the blessing we have as 
we work through who God is to 
them and how that shapes their view 
of themselves and others. For in-
stance, if we are trying to teach them 
something, I will take their phones 
first. Because it will be a distraction 
to them if we don’t remove that from 
the equation. Even with that distrac-
tion missing, they will tend to be 
distracted either by one another or 
by something else. So, who’s to 
blame? Their parents for not teaching 
them how to listen? The teachers 
who are not good at showing them 
how to pay attention? Maybe we 

should blame society that has allowed 
them to become so narcissistic that 
all they ever think about is them-

selves.  

Tim reminded me of how we have a 
pretty good lineage of rule breakers 
and those that would have been dis-
tracted from the message that God 
was giving them even amid amazing 
miracles happening right in front of 
their faces. Narcissistic Israel, the 
nation that God made a covenant 
with, would have fit in with most 
modern-day youth groups. You can 
smile at that. They were rebels, even 
in the presence of holiness. Exodus 
reminds us of God’s love even during 
that rebellion. Exodus 34:6-7 “The 
Lord passed before him and pro-
claimed, "The Lord, the Lord, a God 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness, 7keeping steadfast love 
for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, but who will by 
no means clear the guilty, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers on the children 
and the children's children, to the 
third and the fourth generation." 
Keeping steadfast love for thousands, 
according to the Hebrew scholar, 
actually means thousands of genera-
tions. People misinterpret this to 
mean that there is somehow a curse 
that God imparts on the children and 
grandchildren of those that rebel. 
Honestly, who of us can say, there 
are those in our family that are per-
fect and have not rebelled at some 
point in their lives? Can’t we see the 
amount that God’s love outweighs 

His judgment, but it doesn’t wipe 
away His judgment, it just shows how 
merciful He is even in the midst of 
our rebellion. For those that want to 
carry the weight of their rebellion He 
will grant their wish and they will live 
with those. But to those that repent, 
of their own rebellion, He is gracious 
to forgive, and we may still have to 
live with some consequences  but not 
the consequence of condemnation. 
We don’t live under the weight of 
our ancestors but on the promise 
that God is quick to forgive on what 
you have asked and admitted for 

yourselves.  

Don’t fall into the false teaching that 
God is always mad, quick to con-
demn and happy to punish. Be sure 
that at the cross we see the abun-
dance of justice that has been paid in 
the saving death of Jesus Christ. A 
price paid out of love, not our merits 
or because we deserve it. The cove-
nant has been fulfilled in the perfect 
sacrifice of Jesus! Let’s celebrate that 
truth and grace given to us! He is 
alive! God is good, all the time! And 

all the time, God is good! 

In Christ’s Love, 

Rob 

Romans 12 

have been involved in our 
youth group and we want to 
celebrate their impact and pray 
for their futures! Please come 
celebrate with us and consider 
blessing us with something 
grilled or sweet. And getting a 
really fancy trophy to show off 
for the next year! Thanks for 

May 8th will be our annual 
Senior Celebration/Grill Mas-
ters/Sweet Treat competition 
meal and fundraiser for our 
Youth Group. We have gradu-
ating this year Ashlee Good-
win, Kaleb White, Makayla 
Stone, Cherdon White, Tya 
Clary and Dy Kimbrew. These 

all your love, prayers, and sup-
port for our youth! 

LOVE AND JUSTICE 

Youth News 
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!  

Thank you for your individual and con-
gregational support of the Christian 
Food Bank. During 2018, CFB provided 
food assistance for 14,598 families for a 
total of 40,324 individuals. CFB assists 
an average of 1,217 families each 
month. Every person who registers to 
receive food is offered prayer. Present-
ly, various members of FPC, help with 
everything from supplying plastic bags, 
toilet paper and household items to 
picking up food and registering families. 
If you would like to become involved in 

this ministry, please see Peggy Phelan. 

 

Items Needed: 

• Composition notebooks 

• Study cardboard folders (no sta-

ples) 

See Peggy Phelan for more details 

Have you ever wondered quietly in 
your heart if God still works major 
miracles? In the midst of the world’s 
conflict, terror, and suffering, God con-
tinues to be “Mighty to Save”. Check 
out any of these books that chronicle 
the wondrous work of our Holy God 

and let your faith be renewed. 

God Smuggler, Brother Andrew 

When God Happens: True Stories of 

Modern Day Miracles, Angela Hunt 

The Reason: How I Discovered a Life 
Worth Living, Lacey 

Sturm 

The recent death of a dear 
friend makes me pause to re-
alize how easily death comes 
to us, how swiftly and unex-
pectantly we can return to the 
earth from which we came. 
Therefore, I am compelled to 
urge that we should recognize 
life as a precious gift to be 
used wisely and not squan-
dered frivolously. Stripped of 
God’s spirit, our bodies return 
to dust.  Stripped of God’s 

purpose, our work is in vain.  
Stripped of God’s love, our 
service is futile.  We must put 
God first over all we do and 
in all we do because without 
him we have nothing.  Know-
ing that life is futile without 
God motivates the wise per-
son to seek HIM first.  God’s 
purpose for telling us “seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness” is to 
help us develop, through our 

experienc-
es in this 
life, His 
holy and 
righteous 
character 
and pre-
pare us to 
rule under Christ as kings and 
priests on this earth 
(Revelation 5:10). 

On the Inside, Pete 

last year and 
we are hop-
ing to have a 
great crowd 

this year.  

Metcalf’s will be there too to help 

out with mulch.  

 

If Weather permits Saturday, April 
20th will be Spring Clean up Day at 
the church. Mark your calendars 
and plan to be here from 8:00AM 
til noon—lunch will be served after 
with grilled hot dogs, hamburgers, 

chips, and drinks.  

Bring your rakes, pruners, blowers, 

etc… 

We didn’t have many to show up 

UPCOMING GREAT BANQUET 
WEEKENDS… 

 
Men’s Great Banquet #186:  April 11-
14 
Women’s Great Banquet #187:  April 
25-28 
Green River Correctional Center #14:  
May 2-5 
Women’s Great Banquet #188:  May 16
-19 
Men’s West Kentucky Correctional 

Center #22:  May 17-21  

FPC Library 

RECENT DEATH OF A DEAR FRIEND 

SPRING CLEAN UP DAY 
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Christian Food Bank Needed: 



5th Kendrick Nuttall 

6th Aimee Smiley 

7th Anna Leasure 

10th Doug & Suzanne Henley (A) 

18th Dale & Sharon Davis (A) 

19th Michael Skultety 

21st Darrell Engelhardt 

 Phyllis Klym 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 

6PM Great Banquet 
Team Meetings 

2 
6PM Session 

3 4 5 6 

7 8 
 

6PM Great Banquet 
Potluck 

9 10 

5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

11 12 13 

14 

Palm Sunday 

15 
 

6PM Great Banquet 
Team Meetings 

16 17 
5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

18 
7PM Maundy 
Thursday Wor-
ship 

19 

Good Friday Pray-
er Vigil 

20 

21 

 

22 
 

6PM Great Banquet 
Team Meetings 

23 24 
5:15 Fellowship Meal 

6:00 Activities 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

25 26 27 

28 29 
 

6PM Great Banquet 
Team Meetings 

30     

April 2019 

23rd Patsy Sutton 

26th Mary George Peyton 

28th Reed Tabor 

 Olivia Thomas 

29th Gavin Ricketts 

30th Russell & Susan Fischels (A) 

Spring Break 

Men’s Great Banquet #186 

Women’s Great Banquet #187 


